Confronting America's Painful Past: Five
Generations of American Catholic Anti-
Blackness

In the annals of American history, the Catholic Church has played a
complex and often contradictory role. While the Catholic faith has inspired
countless acts of compassion and social justice, the Church has also been
deeply complicit in perpetuating racial injustice, particularly against Black
Americans.
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Now, a groundbreaking book by acclaimed historian Dr. Chandra Manning
sheds new light on this troubling legacy. "Five Generations of American
Catholic Anti-Blackness" is a meticulously researched and unflinching
examination of the institutionalized racism that has permeated American
Catholicism for over two centuries.
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A Comprehensive Historical Account

Dr. Manning's book spans five generations, from the antebellum era
through the present day. It traces the evolution of anti-Blackness in the
Catholic Church, from its roots in the enslavement of Black Catholics to its
manifestation in segregation, discrimination, and violence.
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The book meticulously documents the ways in which the Catholic hierarchy,
theologians, and lay leaders have perpetuated anti-Blackness. It exposes
the theological justifications used to defend slavery and racial inequality, as
well as the institutional practices that excluded Black Catholics from full
participation in the Church.

Dr. Manning draws upon extensive archival research, including previously
unpublished documents, to present a comprehensive account of this painful
history. Her work is both scholarly and accessible, making it a valuable
resource for historians, theologians, and anyone interested in
understanding the intersection of race and religion in America.

Unveiling the Hidden Racism

"Five Generations of American Catholic Anti-Blackness" exposes the
hidden racism that has long been embedded in American Catholic
institutions. It challenges the myth that the Catholic Church has been a
force for racial equality, revealing instead its complicity in perpetrating
systemic injustice.

The book uncovers the ways in which anti-Blackness has shaped the
experiences of Black Catholics, from their exclusion from leadership
positions to their denial of basic human rights. It exposes the psychological
and spiritual wounds inflicted by racism, leaving an enduring legacy of pain
and trauma.

Dr. Manning's work is not simply an indictment of the Church but also a call
to action. She argues that the Catholic Church must confront its history of
anti-Blackness and take concrete steps towards reconciliation and
reparation.



A Path Forward: Rethinking Race and Religion

"Five Generations of American Catholic Anti-Blackness" is not only a
historical account but also a timely and urgent call for change. In the face of
ongoing racial injustice, the book challenges us to rethink the relationship
between race and religion.

Dr. Manning's work invites us to confront the legacy of anti-Blackness in our
own institutions and communities. It encourages us to engage in dialogue,
dismantle systemic barriers, and build a more just and equitable society for
all.

"Five Generations of American Catholic Anti-Blackness" is a powerful and
groundbreaking book that will undoubtedly shape our understanding of
race, religion, and the American past. It is an essential read for anyone who
cares about justice, reconciliation, and the future of our nation.

To Free Download your copy of "Five Generations of American Catholic
Anti-Blackness" by Dr. Chandra Manning, please click here.
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