
Peribáñez and the Commander of Ocaña: A
Tale of Love, Honor, and Revenge
Lope de Vega's Peribáñez and the Commander of Ocaña is a classic play
of the Spanish Golden Age. It tells the story of a farmer who must defend
his wife's honor from the advances of a powerful commander. The play is
full of suspense, action, and romance, and it has been praised for its strong
characters and its vivid depiction of rural life in 17th-century Spain.
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The Story

Peribáñez is a farmer who lives in the village of Ocaña with his wife,
Casilda. The Commander of Ocaña, Don Fadrique, is a powerful nobleman
who is attracted to Casilda. He tries to seduce her, but she resists his
advances. When Peribáñez finds out about the Commander's intentions,
he challenges him to a duel. The Commander is killed, and Peribáñez is
hailed as a hero by the people of Ocaña.

The Characters
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Peribáñez is a strong and courageous man who is fiercely protective of his
wife. He is also a skilled swordsman. Casilda is a beautiful and virtuous
woman who is devoted to her husband. The Commander of Ocaña is a
powerful and arrogant man who believes that he can have anything he
wants. He is used to getting his own way, and he is enraged when Casilda
rejects him.

The Themes

Peribáñez and the Commander of Ocaña explores a number of themes,
including love, honor, and revenge. The play shows how love can conquer
all, even the most powerful of enemies. It also shows how important it is to
defend one's honor, even if it means risking one's life. Finally, the play
shows how revenge can be a destructive force that can destroy both the
victim and the perpetrator.

The Critical Reception

Peribáñez and the Commander of Ocaña has been praised by critics for its
strong characters, its vivid depiction of rural life, and its timeless themes.
The play has been performed countless times around the world, and it
continues to be enjoyed by audiences today.

The Author

Lope de Vega was one of the most prolific and successful playwrights of
the Spanish Golden Age. He wrote over 1,500 plays, of which only about
400 survive. Peribáñez and the Commander of Ocaña is one of his most
famous plays, and it is considered to be one of the masterpieces of
Spanish drama.



Peribáñez and the Commander of Ocaña is a classic play that has stood
the test of time. It is a story of love, honor, and revenge that will appeal to
readers of all ages. The play is full of suspense, action, and romance, and
it has been praised for its strong characters and its vivid depiction of rural
life in 17th-century Spain.
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