
Playing with Bourbon Badger: A Journey of
Acceptance, Love, and Autism
When I first learned that my son, Bourbon, was autistic, I was devastated. I
had no idea what the future held for him or for our family. But as I began to
learn more about autism, I realized that it was not a tragedy but simply a
different way of being. Bourbon is a bright, loving, and unique individual,
and I am so grateful for the journey that autism has taken us on.
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In this book, I share our story in the hope that it will help other families who
are navigating the complexities of autism. I write about the challenges we
have faced, the triumphs we have celebrated, and the unwavering love that
binds us together. I also share some of the things I have learned along the
way about autism, parenting, and the importance of acceptance.

Navigating the Diagnosis

When Bourbon was first diagnosed with autism, I was in a state of shock. I
didn't know what autism was or what it meant for his future. I spent
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countless hours researching autism, trying to learn as much as I could. I
also joined support groups for parents of children with autism, where I met
other families who were going through similar experiences.

As I learned more about autism, I began to understand that it was not a
tragedy but simply a different way of being. Bourbon is a bright, loving, and
unique individual, and I am so grateful for the journey that autism has taken
us on.

The Challenges of Autism

Autism can be a challenging condition for both children and their families.
Children with autism may have difficulty with social interaction,
communication, and sensory processing. They may also have repetitive
behaviors and interests. These challenges can make it difficult for children
with autism to participate in everyday activities and to succeed in school.

As a parent of a child with autism, I have faced many challenges. I have
had to learn how to communicate with Bourbon in a way that he
understands. I have had to help him develop social skills and to manage
his sensory sensitivities. I have also had to advocate for his needs at
school and in the community.

The Triumphs of Autism

Despite the challenges, there are also many triumphs that come with
raising a child with autism. Children with autism are often very loving and
affectionate. They have a unique way of looking at the world, and they can
teach us a lot about ourselves.



Bourbon has brought so much joy to my life. He is a constant source of
laughter and inspiration. I am so proud of the progress he has made, and I
am so grateful for the opportunity to be his mother.

The Importance of Acceptance

One of the most important things I have learned about autism is the
importance of acceptance. It is important to accept your child for who they
are, and to celebrate their strengths and differences.

When you accept your child, you are sending them the message that you
love them unconditionally. You are also telling them that you believe in
them and that you are there for them every step of the way.

Acceptance is not always easy, but it is essential for the well-being of both
children with autism and their families. When you accept your child, you are
creating a foundation for a strong and loving relationship.

Playing with Bourbon Badger is a powerful and inspiring memoir that
chronicles the journey of a mother and her autistic son. Through heartfelt
storytelling, the author shares her experiences navigating the complexities
of autism, the challenges and triumphs, and the unwavering love that binds
them together. This book offers a unique perspective on the world of autism
and provides valuable insights for families, educators, and anyone seeking
to understand the complexities of this neurodevelopmental condition.

If you are the parent of a child with autism, I encourage you to read this
book. It will help you to understand your child better, and it will give you
hope for the future.
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