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The Seventh Day Adventist Church (SDA),known for its emphasis on the
Sabbath and biblical principles, has a long history steeped in both spiritual
fervor and controversy. Among the most unsettling practices within the
church has been the use of shunning, a form of social exclusion imposed
on members who have been deemed to have violated church norms.

In recent years, the issue of shunning has come under increasing scrutiny,
both within and outside the Adventist community. This article aims to shed
light on this complex and often misunderstood practice, exploring its
origins, consequences, and the personal experiences of those who have
been subjected to it.

The Origins of Shunning
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The roots of shunning can be traced back to the early days of Adventism. In
the mid-1800s, church leaders established a set of rules and regulations
known as the "Discipline" to guide the conduct of members. These rules
covered a wide range of behaviors, including dress, Sabbath observance,
and personal relationships.

As the church grew, the Discipline became increasingly restrictive, and the
penalties for violations became more severe. By the early 20th century,
shunning had become a common practice for dealing with members who
were considered to be out of line with church teachings.
The Practice of Shunning
Shunning involves the systematic exclusion of a member from the social
and spiritual life of the church. This can include:

= Being denied access to church services

= Being cut off from communication with other members

= Being ostracized from the community

The goal of shunning is to encourage the individual to repent of their sins
and return to compliance with church standards. However, in many cases,
shunning has had the opposite effect, leading to feelings of isolation,
depression, and even suicidal thoughts.

The Consequences of Shunning

The consequences of shunning can be devastating for both the individual
and the wider church community. For the individual, it can lead to:



= Loss of social support
= Financial hardship
= Emotional distress

= Spiritual alienation

For the church community, shunning can create an atmosphere of fear and
mistrust. It can also drive members away from the church, as they seek
acceptance and support elsewhere.

Personal Stories

To truly understand the impact of shunning, it is important to listen to the
stories of those who have experienced it firsthand. Here are two personal
accounts:

Jane's Story

Jane was raised in a devout Adventist family. As a young woman, she
questioned some of the church's teachings, which led to her being shunned
by her parents and friends. "It was like | was living in a void," she says. "l
lost everything | had known and loved."

John's Story

John was an active member of his Adventist church until he decided to
marry a woman outside the faith. This decision led to him being shunned by
the entire congregation. "l was made to feel like an outcast," he says. "It
was as if | didn't exist anymore."



Jane and John's stories are just two examples of the countless individuals
who have been impacted by shunning within the Adventist Church.

Changing Attitudes

In recent years, there has been a growing movement within the Adventist
Church to address the issue of shunning. Some leaders are recognizing the
harmful effects of this practice and are calling for a more compassionate
and restorative approach to church discipline.

In 2015, the Adventist Church's General Conference voted to revise the
Discipline to remove the specific language that authorized shunning.
However, it is unclear how this change will be implemented at the local
level.

Shunning within the Seventh Day Adventist Church is a complex and
controversial issue. It is a practice that has caused immense pain and
suffering to countless individuals. While there are some signs of change
within the church, it remains to be seen whether the practice of shunning
will truly be eradicated.

By bringing this issue into the open, we can help to create a more just and
compassionate church community where all members feel valued and
respected.
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