
Supreme Power: Franklin Roosevelt Vs The
Supreme Court
In the midst of the Great Depression, President Franklin Roosevelt's New
Deal programs were challenged by a conservative Supreme Court.
Roosevelt responded by proposing a plan to "pack" the Court with new
justices who would be more sympathetic to his policies. This plan sparked
a fierce battle between the President and the Court, and ultimately led to a
major shift in the balance of power between the two branches of
government.

"Supreme Power" is a thrilling historical account of this clash, and the battle
for the soul of the nation. Drawing on extensive research, author David
Kennedy weaves a narrative that is both gripping and informative. He takes
readers inside the White House and the Supreme Court, and introduces
them to the key players in this epic drama.

Kennedy provides a nuanced and balanced account of the conflict, giving
voice to both sides of the debate. He shows how Roosevelt's New Deal
programs were essential to lifting the country out of the Depression, but
also how the Court's conservative justices were genuinely concerned about
the constitutionality of some of these programs. He also explores the
political motivations of both Roosevelt and the Court, and shows how the
conflict was as much about power as it was about principle.
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"Supreme Power" is a must-read for anyone interested in American history,
the Supreme Court, or the presidency. It is a gripping tale of conflict and
resolution, and a reminder of the importance of the separation of powers in
our constitutional system.

"A masterful account of one of the most important episodes in American
history. Kennedy's writing is clear, concise, and engaging, and he does a
superb job of explaining the complex legal and political issues involved." -
Sean Wilentz, author of "The Rise of American Democracy"

"A fascinating look at the clash between two of the most powerful
institutions in American government. Kennedy's book is a must-read for
anyone interested in the history of the Supreme Court or the New Deal." -
Jeffrey Rosen, author of "The Supreme Court: The Personalities and
Rivalries That Defined America"

"A gripping narrative that brings to life one of the most dramatic episodes in
American history. Kennedy's book is a must-read for anyone interested in
the history of the Supreme Court, the presidency, or the New Deal." - David
McCullough, author of "John Adams"
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David Kennedy is a professor of history at Stanford University. He is the
author of several books, including "The American People: A History" and
"The American Revolution: A History." He is a regular contributor to the
New York Times and the Washington Post.
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