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The genesis of semis can be traced back to the early 20th century. As the
country's infrastructure expanded and the demand for efficient freight
transportation grew, the need for larger vehicles that could haul heavy
loads over long distances became apparent.

In 1917, the Fruehauf Trailer Corporation introduced the first semi-trailer.
This innovative design consisted of a separate trailer that was attached to a
truck, allowing for greater flexibility and load capacity.

Throughout the 1920s and 1930s, the semi-trailer industry experienced
rapid growth. Companies such as Mack, International Harvester, and
Kenworth emerged as leading manufacturers, introducing advancements
such as diesel engines and air brakes.

The Rise of Forklifts
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The versatile forklift, an indispensable tool in warehousing and material handling.

Concurrently with the development of semis, the forklift emerged as a vital
component of the modern supply chain. Introduced in the early 1900s,
these versatile machines revolutionized the handling of materials in
warehouses and loading docks.

The first forklifts were manually operated and capable of lifting only a few
hundred pounds. However, as technology advanced, electric and hydraulic
forklifts were introduced, significantly increasing their capacity and
efficiency.
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One of the most significant milestones in forklift development came in 1954
when Yale & Towne Manufacturing Company introduced the first internal
combustion engine forklift. This innovation allowed forklifts to operate both
indoors and outdoors, further expanding their versatility.

The Evolution and Impact
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Over the decades, delivery vehicles have undergone constant evolution,
driven by technological advancements and changing industry demands.

Semis have grown larger and more sophisticated, with the of sleeper cabs,
advanced safety features, and fuel-efficient engines. Forklifts, too, have
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seen significant improvements, with the development of specialized models
for specific industries and operations.

The impact of delivery vehicles on the transportation and logistics industry
has been profound. They have enabled the efficient movement of goods
across vast distances, connecting manufacturers with consumers and
supporting global trade.

The history of delivery vehicles is a tale of innovation, efficiency, and the
transformative power of technology. From the humble beginnings of semis
and forklifts to the advanced machines that shape modern logistics, these
vehicles have played an indispensable role in the progress of our society.

As we move into the future, delivery vehicles will continue to evolve, driven
by the demands of e-commerce, automation, and sustainability. By
embracing innovation and leveraging the latest technologies, we can
harness the potential of these machines to create a more efficient,
connected, and environmentally responsible supply chain.
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